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Dear All,
This fortnight's edition contains the following:
Situation and Outlook October 2017
Have you seen the Accelerating Change website?
Whitfield Focus Farm
Dairy Business Professional Development
Cohuna is LEGENDAIRY
Dairy Accounting 2017
Milk Production Report
Rearing Healthy calves- new 2nd edition
Tough Love Seminar
Tuff Stuff Workshop
Want a Consultant to take your Business Forward?
Alpine Valleys new Discussion Group
Take Some Guess work out of Irrigation
Plan2Farm
Energy Assessment Grants
Fairley Leadership - applications now being accepted
Gardiner Foundation Tertiary Scholarships now open
InCalf Symposium
Australian Dairy Conference 2018
Focus Farm in the Murray Dairy Region
National Carp Control Plan

Melt the ICE in our Community
Very Fast Break - Seasonal Update
BoM
The Dairy Forecast Service
Events, Courses and Training

Highlights and information from the Murray Dairy Business Forum will
be available online soon

Situation and Outlook October 2017
Dairy Australia's Situation and Outlook is now available.
KEY POINTS



Australia's dairy industry has entered a period of recovery after two challenging
seasons, with modest growth in national milk production anticipated.
Cash flow and profitability remain under pressure, although favourable weather has
helped keep costs down in a number of regions.

Click here to access the Dairy Australia web page to see the overview and to be able to down
load the document.
Have you seen the Accelerating Change website?
The Accelerating Change project has developed regionally and seasonally relevant
information to assist farmers managing their feedbase.
 Optimise harvest and storage of spring silage by using the information and tips in
our Cropping resources.
 Prepare for the upcoming season by reviewing our Summer Cropping Reminders
for Maize and Sorghum/Millet, as well as last year’s Successful Summer Cropping
notes.
 Have a look at the 2016-17 Economic Analysis from our project Partner Farms to see
how different forages (including ryegrass, lucerne and sorghum) performed
over the irrigation season.

Whitfield Focus Farm
North East Mentor Farm Project - the final day of the Mentor Farm series revisiting: Managing
Soils for Success. Click here for event flyer. Contact Lachlan Barnes on 0438 092 352 or
click here to RSVP

When: Thursday 16 November 2017, 10 am to 12.30pm
Hosted by : Sheppard's at 4805 Wangaratta-Whitfield Rd, Whitfield, VIC 3733

Dairy Business Professional Development
This event is your chance to come along and find out about Dairy Australia’s Farm Business
Management offering. Learn about new tools, terminology and increase the value you provide
to dairy clients.
Date: Thursday 14 November
Time: 9am - 4 pm
Murray Dairy, 255 Ferguson Rd, Tatura (AgVic Offices)
Click here for more information. Click here to RSVP
Cohuna is LEGENDAIRY
Cohuna’s success as the LEGENDAIRY Capital of the Murray Region has been showcased
in a new video launched by Dairy Australia. Media Release and video can be seen here
Dairy Accounting 2017
In association with Murray Dairy, Sofra Partners are providing you with an opportunity to
come along and spend some time Working on the Business & Focusing on the Profits
Date: Wednesday 22 November 2017
Time: 10.00am-3.00pm
Where: 255 Ferguson Road, Tatura (Ag Vic Complex)
RSVP: seminars@sofrapartners.com.au or call Liz on 0358313499 or Lachlan Barnes at
Murray Dairy on 0438 092 352. Click here for event flyer or here to RSVP

Milk Production Report
Dairy Australia’s “milk production reports” contain a monthly update on national, state and
regional milk production, fat and protein.
> Go to latest milk production summary
Key points:
National August 2017 showed no change on August 2016, whilst national
year-to-date was up 1.6%.
The volume change by state was as follows:
Month
Litres ('000)
NSW
1.1%
1,117
VIC
0.3%
1,364
QLD
-4.4%
-1,681
SA
2.0%
726
WA
-2.8%
-891
TAS
-1.5%
-569

Year-to-date
2.1%
2.3%
-2.6%
1.1%
-2.5%
-0.2%

The Victorian regional growth by state was as follows:
Month
Litres ('000)
Year-to-date

Gippsland
Northern
Western

0.5%
20.%
-1.1%

827
2,790
2,253

1.7%
5.2%
0.9%

New 2nd Edition of Rearing Healthy Calves
The new 2nd editions of Rearing healthy Calves and Incalf book for Dairyfarmers are
now available. You can down load from the Dairy Australia website or order hard copies on
03 9694 3777.
Tough Love Seminar
Do you know someone caught up in addiction but have no idea how to help? This seminar
might have some more information for you, click here to see event flyer.
Tuff Stuff Workshop
Invitation - "The Tuff Stuff" Workshop
Free Volunteer training workshop dealing with conflict, communications and performance
management of volunteers.
Creating a culture of respect and co-operation between volunteers and staff.
Delivered by Volunteering Victoria's Hazel Maynard
This workshop is for Volunteer Managers and Coordinators, Organisational Managers & Staff
Monday 27th November, 9:00am - 1:00 pm at the Echuca library.
Click here for more information
Do you want a consultant to help take your business forward?
Taking Stock is a free 1:1 business assessment and support service providing clarity and
advice on your business operation. This is available to all levy paying farmers, regardless of
who they supply. Call Lachlan Barnes on 0438 092 352 or click here to find out more.
This program is supported by the Australian Government and Gardiner Foundation.
New Alpine Valleys Discussion Group, EOI setting a solid base for your dairy career
If you are a Farmer or Service Provider in North East Victoria with the desire to gain
foundation skills and knowledge, or increase industry and peer contacts then we encouraged
you to join. This is your opportunity to participate in a new discussion group with a firm focus
on setting you on the right track with in the dairy industry. Click here for more information
Take some of the guesswork out of irrigating
Spring can be one of the most difficult, but most rewarding times to get irrigation
right. Boost forage growth and water efficiency on your farm by subscribing to the weekly
‘Irrigation Requirements’ email service. This service funded by Murray Dairy and AgVic
provides up-to-date information and a simple new tool that helps to tailor irrigations to your
unique pasture and crop needs. To subscribe, contact
robert.oconnor@ecodev.vic.gov.au
Plan2Farm

Your farming future is in your hands with Plan2Farm. Murray Dairy is part of the alliance that
can guide you through a Plan2Farm program. Click here to register.
Energy Assessment Grants
DAIRY farmers wanting to save dollars are encouraged to access energy assessment grants
available in Victoria and NSW. Sustainability Victoria’s Boosting Productivity grant
application process has been simplified to help the assessment journey flow more smoothly,
with a new two-page registration form all that’s needed to kick-start the process.
A $2000 or $6000 grant (covering 50% of the cost of an energy assessment) is available to
help businesses carry out an energy assessment, and identify and put in place energy
improvements, plus a $3000 implementation bonus.
Grants are available to businesses with less than 200 full time employees, spending over
$20,000 a year on energy bills.
More details can be found at www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/energy-assessment-grants via the
application page.
The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage’s Energy efficiency for your business
program can connect you to an energy specialist to identify energy savings opportunities, and
access funding for your project, including the Energy Savings Scheme. More details can be
found at http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/business/efficient-agribusiness-irrigation.htm
The Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) offers low-cost finance for energy
efficient equipment, renewable energy and low emissions projects on farms. For more
information, contact Dave Johnson on 02 6272 2373, or dave.johnson@agriculture.gov.au
Fairley Leadership - applications close 27 October, 2017
With a vision to develop leaders to be catalysts for positive change in the Goulburn Murray
community the Fairley Leadership Program might be the just challenge you have been
looking for. For more information, Overview, Q and A, and Application Form

Gardiner Foundation Tertiary Scholarship Program
The dairy industry needs to attract, retain and develop talented people. Scholarships play a
vital role in supporting high-potential rural students to gain the skills that will help to drive the
industry forward and make their communities vibrant places to live. Gardiner Foundation
Scholarships also now open. Click here for more information
Incalf Symposium
Dairy Australia invites you to to attend the InCalf Reproduction Symposium 2017. This
event is designed for all people interested in herd reproduction performance on Australian
dairy farms, including veterinarians, artificial breeding advisors, factory field officers, herd
improvement representatives and other dairy industry professionals.
When: Monday, 30 October 2017.
Time: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Where: Melbourne Museum, 11 Nicholson Street, Carlton. Melbourne, VIC
Australian Dairy Conference 2018

The 2018 Australian Dairy Conference is set to be held in Melbourne in February.
Click here for the latest information.
Focus Farms in the Murray Dairy Region
The Focus Farms project helps farmers better understand their farm business systems and
analyse the impact of on farm development and decision making options including risk
management. Want to know more? See reports below or contact Murray Dairy.
The current Focus Farms are:
> John & Elise Pethybridge - Whorouly
> Leigh & Sasha Fletcher - Keely

National Carp Control Plan (NCCP) discussion workshops
Two workshops to be held in the NCCMA region on 31st October at Swan Hill and 2nd
November at Bendigo. The workshop will give participants an opportunity to ask questions,
provide input and receive the latest information on the proposed release of the virus including
scientific research and risk assessment undertaken. The formal approval process required
under the NCCP will also be outlined.
Click here for more information.
Melt the ICE in our community
As a community we are stronger and more effective when we work together. As a community,
we can take ownership to find solutions for the ICE issues on our doorstep. Come along and
have your say. Click here for more information
Very Fast Break
The latest edition of this seasonal update is now out.
BoM
BoM is regularly updated and the newest seasonal forecasts are now available.
The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) has released a Water Information Dashboard which will
provide national up-to-date coverage of water storage levels and water market information.
The Dairy Forecast Service
The Dairy Forecast Service site gives concise information relevant to your area.
Events, Courses, Training and Support
Please see the Murray Dairy Events calendar for all dairy related events, training and courses
happening throughout the region.

With best regards from the Murray Dairy team.
Jenny Wilson
Chief Executive Officer
Murray Dairy

255 Ferguson Road Tatura Vic 3616
Phone: 03 5833 5312 Mobile: 0409 865 467
Email: admin@murraydairy.com.au
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